
 
  
Email to students - Coronavirus: update from the Principal 
  
Dear student, 
  
I hope this email finds you well. The holiday period is nearly upon us! The main purpose of this 
message is to wish you the very best of the festive season, and a very happy new year. If you have a 
moment, please have a look at this video message that highlights some of the best moments of 
2021. 
  
Please plan to come back to our campuses for the start of Semester 2! 
  
As you know, under the new government guidance, all face-to-face teaching and research can 
continue at universities. This means there will be no impact on your educational experience at 
Queen Mary, and you should continue to come to our campuses for your face-to-face educational 
activities, to study and to engage in research as needed for your course. All our student support 
services, our libraries, study spaces, University-run cafes etc and our residences will remain fully 
open, as they are now. 
  
We are fully expecting this position to continue in the new year, so if you are travelling over the 
holiday period please do plan to come back for the beginning of next semester. The University will 
be fully open from 4 January, and all our students should be back as planned for the beginning of 
Semester 2. There are plenty of student facilities open over the break as well. Also, remember that if 
you are struggling or need help at any time, even over the holiday period, please reach out. We are 
here to support you. 
  
Places to study, eat and drink and socialise over the Christmas break 
  
I know many of you are coming back to exams in January. Good luck to all of you! There are plenty of 
places to study open on our campuses over the holiday period: visit the Library Services website for 
more details. Make sure you look after yourself while you are studying: there is information about 
where to eat, drink and relax, and where to access wellbeing support on our campuses on our 
website. 
  
In addition, our Students’ Union has created a handy Facebook page for students staying in 
London/on campus over the festive period. You can use this page to catch up with others during the 
break and find lots of information about events and activities running in London, as well as details of 
the Students’ Union buildings and services opening hours. 
  
Lateral flow testing 
  
Can I remind everyone that you should aim to take a lateral flow test (LFT) at least twice a 
week. Home test kits are available from our campuses. The new guidance advises that students 
planning to travel over the holiday period should take a test before they go, and before they return. 
Please remember to register the result of the test with the NHS, even if it’s negative. Registering the 
result is extremely important since it allows health authorities to see that regular testing is taking 
place at our University. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbGVCrllaf0
https://my.qmul.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/items/libraries-and-study-spaces-opening-times-over-the-holiday-revision-and-exam-period-.html
https://my.qmul.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/items/information-on-closures-and-support-over-the-2021-holiday-period.html
https://my.qmul.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/items/information-on-closures-and-support-over-the-2021-holiday-period.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/901914060454423
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/vaccinations/
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result


A recent update to the government guidance states that anyone who is a close contact of someone 
with Covid-19, including the new variant, should take a LFT every day for seven days, but you do not 
have to self-isolate if you are fully vaccinated.   
  
Vaccination centre 
  
The single most important thing we can all do to keep safe is get vaccinated. If you have not yet 
been vaccinated please go and get a jab! We are hosting a vaccination centre on our Mile End 
campus, which can be used by students, staff and the general public. You can either book via the 
NHS or attend as a drop-in. If you have had one jab, please do make sure you get your second, and 
also book for your booster jab as soon as you can. You can get your booster at our vaccine centre, 
either as a booked appointment or by dropping in as soon as you are eligible. 
  
That’s it from me for 2021. Have a wonderful, well-earned break and please accept my best wishes 
for the festive season and the new year. See you all next year on campus! I will only write to you 
over the holiday if there is an urgent update. 
  
Best wishes, 
  
Colin 
  
Professor Colin Bailey, CBE, FREng, BEng, PhD, CEng, FICE, FIStructE, MIFireE 
President and Principal | Queen Mary University of London | Mile End Road | London | E1 4NS 
  

 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person#what-to-do-if-you-are-a-contact-of-someone-who-has-tested-positive-for-covid-19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-booster-vaccine/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-booster-vaccine/

